LEWES FOOTPATHS GROUP

Annual Report for 2022

Committee
Alan Lehmann (Chair), Jean Phippen (Secretary), Hazel Finch (Treasurer), Sue Hall (Membership Secretary), Graham Heap (Walks Organiser), Wendy Muriel (Footpaths Secretary), Margaret Sweatman (Publicity and Group Meetings), Jane Vokins, Vivien Yule (Minutes Secretary).
Chair’s Introduction (Alan Lehmann)
As usual, I thank the committee for all their work this year. Two long-standing stalwarts of the Committee have indicated that they wish to stand down. Sue Hall has been Membership Secretary for many years, efficiently keeping tabs on members and chasing recalcitrant members for subscriptions. We are delighted that Sally Major has agreed to rejoin the Committee as Membership Secretary. Graham Heap, as well as having been Chairman before my time, has been Walks Programme Organiser for as long as I can remember. This is a key post, and we don’t yet have a replacement. Graham assures me that he will continue to lead walks and organise weekend holidays. Many thanks to Sue and Graham for all their years of service to the Group. We were very pleased to welcome Jane Vokins onto the Committee in December.
With regard to holidays, the fourth and final leg of the High Weald Landscape Trail finally took place in April around Rye, and we had a lovely week in the Yorkshire Dales based around the HF hotel in Malhamdale.
The group remains in a healthy state regarding both finances and membership. We were delighted to welcome 15 new members this year. 
We are very much on the lookout for new Committee members. Most of the Committee members have been in post for many years and the significant jobs seem to be falling on a decreasing number of people. None of the jobs is arduous and there’s lots of support, so if you feel you can help running the Group, please contact me or any member of the Committee.
With the closure of banks in Lewes and Uckfield, paying in cheques has become more arduous and we will now require members to pay their subscriptions by Standing Order or Bank Transfer, and holiday payments to be made by Bank Transfer.
We were saddened to learn of the death of our President, John Vokins, at the end of the year. He died peacefully in a care home in Ringmer.
Treasurer’s Report (Hazel Finch)
During the year we have had the Spring Lunch, two holidays and three Group Meetings, the first of which was the AGM. We contributed £105 to the overall cost of the Spring Lunch as members were only charged £5 for the coach travel to and from the venue. Some members paid for this event in 2021 and less the £200 deposit paid to Mid Sussex GC in 2021 we were holding an amount of £23 at the beginning of year. The total cost of the Group Meetings was £317, including hire of the hall, fees for speakers, refreshments and a one-off payment of £30 which was the deposit for the key to Cliffe Hall.
Income from book sales was £53 less printing costs of £32 giving a net income of £21 reflected in the restated figures.
Income for one joint Life membership was £100 which was transferred to Life Membership fund as indicated on the balance sheet. There was a 5% end of year transfer from the Life Membership fund of £197 to the General fund.
Income from annual subscriptions was £586 and a small amount of interest from the bank of £17 totals £603. 
Expenditure on administration costs, which includes some printing costs, publicity, insurance, group meetings and affiliation fees was £683 which leaves a deficit of £80 on general running costs.
In October we made a donation of £200 to “The Monday Group” to aid their work in repairing and replacing stiles and bridges.
We have also made a payment of £200 for the deposit for the January 2023 NY lunch and received payments of £1053 from members for their lunches.
Therefore the position at the end of year is £1819 in current a/c and £8000 in savings a/c. (2021 it was £1221 and £8000)
Restated figures which include cash held at bank, stocks (books Favourite Walks), allowance for payments and receipts in advance total £9720 and are split as follows :-
Life Members fund £3748, Publications fund £3249, General fund £2723.
I will be happy to answer any questions members have concerning these figures and any other matters arising from the accounts.
Membership Secretary’s Report (Sue Hall)
Although 10 members decided not to renew their membership in 2022, 15 new members have joined during the year: 
            Life Members: Two new members 
                                                15 couples                                          30 
                                                32 singles                                            32          62
            Standing Orders:  One new member is included in the figures below: 
                                                15 couples                                          30 
                                                28 singles                                            28           58
Other annual Subscriptions: Twelve new members are included in the figures below: 
                                                5 couples                                            10 
                                                31 singles                                            31            41
TOTAL FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERSHIP FIGURES FOR 2022       161 members 

Walks Organiser’s Report (Graham Heap)
At the beginning of the year walks were still constrained to some extent by Covid.  There was still a little wariness about car-sharing and we were still steering clear of close encounters with “strangers” whilst out on walks.  By the end of the year, all such anxieties were forgotten.  Of the forty odd walks on the programme, most involved a car journey. Six started with a bus ride, two involved the train and five began in Lewes.  Twenty-six were rambles, twelve strolls and seven hikes.  One outing was cancelled because of the hot weather in July and another postponed for a week for the same reason.  A third was postponed for a week because of the forecast of rain (wimps).  Vivien led two very successful wild-flower walks and Alan attracted twenty-one participants for an evening walk with supper at The Cricketers Arms in Berwick.  Once again, Janet organised her well regarded series of strolls over the course of the summer.  The smallest number of members on a walk was six and the largest twenty-two, with an average of twelve, which is a little down from pre-pandemic levels.  As ever, my thanks go to all the leaders who keep the show on the road.
Footpaths Secretary Report (Wendy Muriel)
During the year we have reported on four waymarks/posts (missing, in poor condition or fallen over), one blocked path (fallen tree), a muddy footpath, overgrown vegetation and a collapsed set of steps. The problem reported last year with Open Access land near Offham has now been solved. The promised stile linking the separate compartments of the Offham Open Access area has finally been installed, complete with a clearly signed access route. This now opens up the entire length of this lovely, secluded downland valley for walkers to enjoy without being challenged by the landowner for walking on his trackway.
The collapsed steps mentioned above near Glynde were miraculously repaired by the Monday Group six days after we reported it!
Following a change of heart by the landowner, we were pleased to learn that a permissive footpath has recently been installed on his land between Northease and Rodmell, so that it is no longer necessary to risk life and limb by walking along the C7.  

If anyone has a problem to report, please try and identify the location on the Definitive Map for East Sussex, for which there is a link on the Home Page of our web-site.

Social Secretary Report (Margaret Sweatman)
Evening Meetings
We had three meetings last year at Cliffe Hall, Lewes which were well attended. On February 25th we had our Annual General Meeting preceded by a talk by Malcolm Wells MBE entitled “So Far So Good.” It was a very amusing talk about his life which included his army life as a medical assistant in the Gulf War, behind the scenes at Buckingham Palace investiture whilst playing the cello in the Army and how to train a dog to use a washing machine - among other light-hearted topics.

On May 22nd, we heard about the Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex from John Dyne who told us how the charity provides a vital service across these three counties. They fly 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, delivering care at the scene of trauma and medical experiences. The charity relies upon public support and was very appreciative of our £102 donation - thanks to the generosity of our members. 

Our third presentation on September 23rd was given by Bob Eade. He shared stunning close-up shots of Sussex wildlife that he had encountered during the years. These included birds, butterflies, insects and animals under the heading, “A Day in the Life of…”  We appreciated his great love and knowledge of nature.

In 2023, we have planned three more excellent meetings at Cliffe Hall. Before our AGM on March 3rd, Janet Pennington will be speaking on Sussex Inn Signs and their history. She has a huge knowledge on the subject. On May 12th, Trevor Weeks tells us about the East Sussex Wildlife Rescue and Ambulance Service. Then on September 22nd, Steve Bridger presents “Animazing.” This is an interactive animal education experience featuring living, exotic invertebrates, reptiles, mammals and birds. Do put these dates in your diary.

We have good publicity in our local paper “The Sussex Express,” with walk leaders sending me a report which I pass to be published in the Village News section of the paper. 

Holidays 
In April, we finally completed the High Weald Landscape Trail, commenced in 2017 and ended exactly five years later, with this final stage having been delayed for two years by Covid. We were based at the excellent Flackley Ash Hotel in Peasmarsh near Rye and had three delightful days’ walking about twenty miles in perfect spring weather with a profusion of flowers and birds in evidence. Thanks to Graham and Hilda for arranging the whole of the walk along the trail.
In late July, we spent a week walking with sightseeing from Malhamdale in the Yorkshire Dales, staying at HF’s Newfield Hall. Apart from the first day, when we got seriously soaked, the weather was fine. Typically, we combined a five-mile walk each day with visits to various outstanding sites in the area, including the Ribblehead viaduct, the UNESCO World Heritage mill and town of Saltaire, Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal, Bolton Abbey, Malham Tarn and Gordale Scar. The scenery in the Yorkshire Dales is stunning and very different from our South Downs, with smaller and greener fields, dry stone walls and myriads of sheep. The holiday was co-ordinated by Alan.
More details of the holidays, with photos, can be found on our web-site.
New Year Lunch (Vivien Yule)
After being unable to hold this event in 2021 due to the Covid-19 related restrictions on gatherings and social distancing, we were delighted to revive this key event in the Group’s annual calendar.  The original intention was to hold the lunch as usual in January, but low uptake due to ongoing concern about mixing in social gatherings meant that it was postponed until the Spring.  It was held at the Mid-Sussex Golf Club in Ditchling, where we had good previous experience.   

2

